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Mr Niall Cussen, who was appointed by Government as the Planning Regulator and
Chief Executive of the OPR earlier this year will outline the work of his team in
establishing and building the functionality of the OPR as well as setting out key
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Abstract
The Office of the Planning Regulator (OPR) has been established by
Government to oversee the functioning and policy consistency of
Ireland’s planning process to ensure the effective delivery of planning
services by local authorities and An Bord Pleanála and quality
outcomes in relation to proper planning and sustainable development.

The Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2018 established
the legal basis for the OPR and its functions, which include the
following:

• assessment of all local authority and regional assembly forward
planning functions, including development plans, local area plans
and regional spatial and economic strategies;

• organisational review of the systems and procedures used by any
planning authority, including An Bord Pleanála, in the performance
of any of their planning functions, including assessing risks of
maladministration or corruption.

• driving national research, training, education and public information
programmes. The OPR will establish best practice in planning
matters and highlight the role and benefit of proper planning.

Mr Niall Cussen, who was appointed by Government as the Planning
Regulator and Chief Executive of the OPR earlier this year will outline
the work of his team in establishing and building the functionality of
the OPR as well as setting out key milestones and issues to be
addressed.


